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Ian Sharp from AshfordARA has taken the reins to be the new Chairman of
KentARA, he has also taken over the new post of Vice Chairman and will be
running the new area of East Kent. He was born and brought up in Ashford
and is married to Linda (Lynne) and has two children and 5 grandchildren.

He does not want to see KentARA fall into decline as he feels it is a worth- = &
while organisation to give those over 55 years, enjoyment as they retire. ;

He feels that Joan Rhodes will be a hard act to follow but he hopes everyone
will support him, in his two roles, over the coming years to keep KentARA
going. In 2024 it will be 40 years since the first ARA was formed.

Our new Secretary is Linda (Lynne) Sharp, she was born in Enfield, Middlesex

and moved to Ashford in the 1970’s. She met lan and they married in 1974 and when Lynne retired they
both joined Ashford SouthARA and a few years later they visited Ashford ARA to give a talk and were
asked to join this club and within a few months she became the Secretary, Holiday Organiser and First
Aider. Both she and lan became Area 3 representatives. She says it will be a hard task to follow the
achievements of Lin Martin but she looks forward to meeting many KentARA members at various events.

Photograph taken at the over 55’s
show in Chatham set up by MP Tracy
Crouch MBE KentARA President.
Lft to Rt: Joan Rhodes.
lan Sharp. Tracy Crouch and
Linda Sharp.

There is now a new Officer on the Executive Committee namely ‘The Entertainment Officer’ taking up this
position is Chrissie Sandell who is hoping she can update the Speakers & Entertainers lists and is asking all
the Area Rep’s if they will ask their Clubs to collate a list of recent events with details of people they wish to
recommend. 4

The Executive Committee would like to thank Joan Rhodes and Lin Martin for all their hard work over the
past years. The position of Chairperson, Secretary and Membership Secretary are not the easiest of posi-
tions to do for such a large organisation, but they have both achieved great things for KentARA. During the
pandemic Joan would phone round different ARA’s to check all was ok. Joan also organised many events
including Jamboree’s to bring the clubs together, not an easy task in itself.

Lin took on the position of Secretary, but as no-one came forward she also took the role of Membership
Secretary as a temporary role, as we all know temporary turns into permanent. They say many hands make
light work, but the hands have never come forward. We are sure that all members would like to join us in
wishing Joan and Lin all the very best for the future and hope they remain members of KentARA for many
years to come. lan Sharp-Chairman



CLUB REPORTS:
BarnARA-Barnhurst:

One hundred of our members enjoyed a fun afternoon with good
food and entertainment, which ended up with a sing song and
dance, as most of our get-togethers usually do. Pam Chapman.

BeARA-Bearsted:

We have had a very busy year this year, where we find many of
our members have finally put Covid behind them and are venturing out en masse to participate in vari-
ous meetings, outings and activities. Our monthly Main Meetings are attracting around about 100 mem-
bers attending and we have had some outstanding speakers and entertainers.

A full coach of 53 members embarked on The Mystery Tour on Thursday 1st June 2023. After leaving
Grove Green at 9.30 am, we travelled down the A20 to Charing, then onto Canterbury and finally fin-
ished our journey at The Historic Hornby Hobbies Factory Shop and Museum in Margate.

After an hour at this location we continued to lovely Broadstairs for a two hour stay to take lunch and
some exercise! We then boarded the coach once again and made a short journey to Manston to the
Hurricane and Spitfire Museum, followed by a visit to the RAF History Museum, before our journey
home. Peter Humphreys.

ChARA-Charing:

Here is a picture taken at our Coronation Party,
showing KentARA Chairlady Joan Rhodes and her
husband Les and sister Pam sitting with Lynne &
lan Sharp.

The entertainment for the party was provided by
one of our own ChARA Follies with an “old-time”
sing-along. Julie Irons

DoARA-Downswood. DoARA meet weekly and apart from internal activities such as entertainers, speak-
ers and various activities such as bingo etc we have had to date three meals. Newham Court in Maid-
stone, The Lakes at Leybourne and Aylesford Priory. There has been a day trip to Plucks Gutter near Can-
terbury that included a meal and also a trip to Deal for the day. There has been a wonderful holiday to
North Wales. We had a strawberry Tea in the club with a great entertainer. More outings, meals and an-
other holiday are to follow. Bernie Dunn.

WkiARA-West Kingsdown

West Kingsdown ARA again have an invitation for: .
our members to join them on a coach to the gar- |
dens at RHS Hyde Hall, near Chelmsford on
Wednesday 16 August. Last year over a dozen -
Eynesford members joined their visit to RHS Wis-| =+
ley which was not only enjoyable but also exceed- |
ingly good value. As West KiARA/s Gardening ™ " -

Group have a group RHS membership they are therefore able to make one or two visits a
year to any RHS garden at no cost. The coach fare of £15 would be the only charge.




3
A letter from one of our Past Chairman/Vice Chairman Joan Rhodes.

When 1 retired, | was introduced by a friend, to the WestmARA club. | made some lovely lasting friends.
After several months | was asked if | would take on the role of Social Secretary. | loved it. We had some
lovely times, they were ten wonderful years. | went on every trip. Peter Nicholls, the then Chair of KentA-
RA, asked me to take on Area 9/10 secretary’s task. | agreed and so began my involvement with KentARA.
When Tony Mulcuck took over as chair of KentARA he asked me if | would be the Vice Chair, | agreed.
and enjoyed the job and we worked well together.

In 2018, after some years Tony decided to stand down as Chairman. As Vice Chair it fell to me to take
over, as Vice Chair | had already seen what the Post required. | took over and served for five years. Alt-
hough it was time consuming | enjoyed it very much. | enjoyed visiting other clubs. In 2022 the Pandemic
affected us all and every club had to close it's doors. Many elderly members were left isolated and cut off.
We at KentARA felt we needed and must keep in touch. | and others rang many clubs and helped where
'we could. | spoke to many members who were seeking advice and assurance in those worrying times.
'How pleasant it was when restrictions were lifted and we got back to functioning in our normal way.

'Unfortunately, due to poor health | had to stand down as Chairlady. As most of you may know lan Sharp is
| Chairman of East Kent and his wife Lyn is Secretary. Ray Craddock is Charman of West Kent. | thank them
all for stepping forward and taking on these vital jobs.

I'would like to say how surprised | was, when told that | had been put forward for a BEM. Iwas both proud
and honoured to receive it. | thank you all. The Lord Lieutenant of Kent, who presented the medal, was a
lovely lady, she put me at ease and | enjoyed the day at Knole House very much. | will never forget it.

I have been asked to take on the job of Vice President. There may be times when our President, Tracy
Crouch, cannot make an appointment and | will stand in. Thank you all.

Love & Best wishes for the future Joan Rhodes. Vice President KentARA.

BOB HOPE SIR JOHN GIELGUD DAME PEGGY ASHCROFT NEIL SIMON

YOU WILL NEVER GUESS WHAT CONNECTS THESE FAMOUS PEOPLE
The answer is on the back page - No cheating.

‘I was never totally
convinced about
saving the
deathwatch beetles’




EynsfARA-Eynsford.
The mystery of missing sun on history trip?

EynsfARA’s first trip for a while was to Faversham, for a
chance to explore this charming market town, one of
Kent’s famous Cinque Port’s. But on the last day of
May, the first question was...why is it so blooming cold?
The sun waited until we got back to Eynsford to come
out, but fortunately there was plenty of things to do,
even after we had enjoyed our lunch.

A short drive away was Provender House, the 13th century home of Princess Olga Romanoff, who con-
ducted a tour for us. This was made even more fascinating by the fact that Olga and her family still live
here, and their personal belongings sat alongside priceless artefacts such as an imperial dinner service
belonging to the Russian Tsar and his family! That’s not the usual National Trust stately home tour!. The
house has recently been restored with the help of historian Ptolemy Dean. See photo of us all outside
this intriguing house.

HalARA-Halling

Members of HalARA have been fundraising for
SCAR (Second Chance Animal Rescue, at
Crockenhill), over the past year and at HalARA’s
AGM on Friday 28th April, a cheque for £1,000
was presented to the charity. The manager of the
charity was unable to attend due to a sudden
health issue, so Barbara Lawrence (one of our

: = members) stepped in at the last moment to accept
the cheque. G|II Morton, Chairman, presented the cheque to Barbara who had nominated the charity
and had taken part in the fundraising. Barbara regularly helps out at Crockenhill, so she was the ideal
person to accept the cheques for the charity.  Carole Nunn.

DamARA-Ditton and Malling:

What a great afternoon tea we had on Wednesday
10th May, to celebrate the coronation of King
Charles 1l and Queen Camilla. A crown contest
was held and the result was a magnificent display
of Royal Crowns that resulted in the following:
(see photo) Lft 2nd Pat Barton, Winner Centre
Monica Bradshaw and coming 3rd was Rosemary
Martin. A wonderful effort by all concerned.
There was also a visit to Clacton-on-Sea which was
a great success, the members could not have
wanted anything better, wonderful sunny weath-
er.




RamARA-Ramsgate:

The members of RamARA
have enjoyed an outing to
see an Abba Tribute Band at
The Inn on the Lake. A Beetle ‘
and Snowman Drive, two
afternoon Tea Dances, which
were a great success, and a

Summer Cream Tea, also a

Quiz, coffee morning and Bat & Trap and a Holiday to Scarborough. All together a very busy programme.
Coming up we have a B-B-Q, a visit to Herstmonceux Gardens in East Sussex with a visit to Battle and also
a holiday to Gunton Hall which includes the Thursford Christmas Show. Plenty going on at the RamARA
club. Jan Oxenham.

SiARA-Sittingbourne_Members of SiARA en-
joyed afternoon tea at The Appleyard in
Sittingbourne to celebrate the coronation of
King Charles Ill and Queen Camilla. Twenty-
eight members enjoyed delicious sandwiches,
scones and cake with unlimited tea and coffee,

and Prosecco for some. SiARA’s numbers were
greatly reduced after lockdown but we are
gradually picking up again and hope to enjoy
many more social occasions.

A new era for the West Kent ARA: Hello! | am a new boy on the scheme with
KentARA. Three years ago Joan was asking for someone to take over the leader-
ship of KentARA. | thought about at the time but did not feel | had the confi-
dence. When it was suggested about splitting the KentARA at this years AGM
into West and East areas it fitted in with my current involvement with the RNLI
as | am an Educational Volunteer. | have visited schools and Youth groups for
about 20 years speaking to children about Water and Beach Safety.

My working life was as an Electro Mechanic Engineer for various corporations. |
took redundancy in 2000 from the National Grid and then worked as a handy- & 4
man. My other interests have been as a Local Councillor, Sailing, Playing Green
Bowls, Instructor at Sidcup and Chislehurst Sea Cadets and in Amateur Dramatics at Crockenhill.

| currently play Bridge, Short Mat Bowls, Play in an Acoustic Band and also belong to an Art Club and now
Vice Chairman at West Kingsdown ARA and KentARA. I'll endeavour to do my best for the groups.
All the best: Ray Craddock.



ShadARA:

ShadARA like many other ARA’s, held a Coronation Cream tea at the
Hartley Country Club on the 10th May to celebrate the new King and
Queen’s coronation. It was well attended with 79 members and
guests. We were well entertained by Jonathon Stevens, a wonderful
singer, throughout most of the tea, a raffle and quiz on the life of
King Charles Il was well received by members with one member
getting 19 out of 20 of the questions right. A real Royalist!.

KENT ARA - NEW AREAS:
East Kent:

AARA-Ashford. ASARA .AsARA-Ashford South. BiARA-Birchington. BradARA-Broadstairs. CARA-
Canterbury. ChARA-Chara. CIARA-Cliftonville. DARA-Dover. SynARA-H C Dymchurch. FARA-Folkestone.
HebARA-Herne Bay. HARA-Hythe. KemARA-Kemsley. MARA-Margate. RamARA-Ramsgate. MarshARA-
Romney Marsh. ShepARA-Sheppey. SiARA-Sittingbourne. SamARA- Sittingbourne & Milton. TenATA-
Tenterden. TARA-Thanet. WARA-Whitstable. WilmARA-Wilmington...

West Kent:

AlIARA-Allington. AylesARA-Aylesford. BarmARA-Barming. BarnARA-Barnhurst. BeARA-Bearsted. Bex-
ARA-Bexley. BorodARA-Borough Green. BorstARA-Borstal. ClifARA-Cliff Woods. CalARA-Coxheath &
Loose. CrockenARA-Crockenhill. DartARA-Dartford. DamARA-Ditton&Malling. DoARA-Downswood.
EdenARA-Edenbridge. EynsARA-Eynsford. GravARA-Gravesend. HalARA-Halling. HadARA-Hartley & Dis-
trict. HasARA-Hawley&Sutton. HayesARA-Hayes. HeadARA-Headcorn. HempARA-Hempstead. HexARA-
Hextable. HiARA-Higham. HooARA-Hoo. IstARA-Istead Rise. JARA-Joydens Wood. JoyARA-2nd Joydens
Wood. KinARA-Kings Hill. LARA-Larkfield. LeyARA-Leybourne. LenARA-Len Valley. LeytARA-Leyton
Cross. LanARA-Longfield & New Barn. LordARA-Lordswod. MaidARA-Maidstone. MepARA-Meopham.
ARAMad-Meopham & District. NagARA-New Ash Green. OptARA-Orpington. PaddARA-Paddock Wood.
RoffARA-Rochester. ShadARA-2nd Hartley. ShornARA-Shorne. SidARA-Sidcup. SladARA-Slade Green.
StARA-Snodland Town. SemARA-South East Maidstone. SouthARA-Southfleet. SaintARA-St. Mary’s Is-
land. SwanARA-Swanley. TonARA-Tonbridge. UpARA-Upchurch. WaldARA-Walderslade. WkiARA-
West Kingsdown. WestmARA-West Malling. WigmARA-Wigmore.

UPDATE OF TELEPHONE Number: EdenARA-EdenbridgeARA

Chairman: Mrs. Marion Wills. Tel: 01424 843402. Email: marionericwills@gmail.com
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