

CALARA  NEWSLETTER – FOR MEETING ON 4TH SEPTEMBER

TODAY'S ENTERTAINER- Neil Nixon will be telling us tales behind some famous 'Top Ten' hits of recent years. Some interesting anecdotes and gossip from the world of Entertainment.

MEMBERSHIP - Chris Coleman.
Membership cards can be collected from Chris in the small hall during tea break. 01622 744041.

CRAFT and GAMES- Chris Coleman – Friday afternoons 2.00 to 4.00
Should you find yourselves at a loose end on a Friday afternoon and feel like company we would like you to come along and have a chat. There is always someone to talk and have a laugh with (and we do have a lot of laughs at craft). Come along with no obligation to join in craft or games and we look forward to seeing you. We have tea about 3.00pm. Next week in craft we will be making plans for Christmas cards. The End of Summer Picnic is on Saturday (tomorrow) 5th September. Some of our craft ladies have been busy through the hot weather and will be in the hall to sell the cards etc. for craft funds, so why not come along and support them. Chris Coleman 01622 744041

SHORT MAT BOWLS- Chris Frost- Tuesday afternoons.
Please arrive by 2.00pm for a 2.15pm start. We finish at 4.00pm. New members are always welcome and equipment can be supplied. Chris Frost 01622 745908.

SOLITAIRE- Sheila Rosier.
We are a small group for members on their own. We meet on 2nd Tuesday of the month in the Committee room for a cup of tea and a chat and to organise trips out. Please contact me in the first instance. Sheila Rosier 01622 746459.

CRIBBAGE- Gwen Hawkes – Monday afternoons.
We meet in the Committee room on Monday afternoons except Bank holidays between 2.00pm and 4.00pm.The cost is £2.00 including refreshments. Because of the capacity of the room I have had to close the list but have a reserve list so contact me if you are interested. Gwen 01622 746847

WHIST- Gwen Hawkes- Wednesday afternoons.
We meet in the Committee room on Wednesday afternoons 1.00pm-3.30pm. The cost is £3.50 which includes refreshments, raffle and whist prizes. If you haven't played for years and would like to learn no problem. It's a social light hearted afternoon and a way of meeting new friends and have a game of cards so why not come and see for yourself. Gwen Hawkes 01622 746847

HOLIDAYS- Cliff Burke.
Our proposed holiday to Ilfracombe in June 2027 is still at planning stage. We have NO MORE than 20 single rooms according to Dunwoods. If some single friends would be prepared to share a large double room with each other, it would ease the situation greatly, as it may come down to drawing names from a hat. I will have more news at today's meeting. Cliff 07931 691934.
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MONDAY MOVERS- Lesley Mclennan-Yeo- Monday mornings.
Monday movers is varied, enjoyable, socially supportive exercise class designed to help older adults maintain strength, mobility, fitness, balance, confidence and independence in everyday life.
Exercises may be standing or seated and include the use of resistance bands. Come along and try it out. First session is free, or come and observe a class before you 'dip your toe in the water' Classes return to their regular slots 10.am &11.00am in the small hall from 7th September, when the class fee will increase to £5 in order for us to break even. Lesley 07930 391287

NEW- 10 Pin Bowling group.
Many of the clubs in Kentara have a 10 Pin Bowling section, meeting on a regular basis. We are aware that several of our members play, or have done in the past, and we are considering starting a new group.
The idea would be to meet at the Hollywood Bowl, Lockmeadow on a monthly basis, perhaps on Thursdays (avoiding lunch days). We would need to book in advance and we are looking for a volunteer to act as organiser and to help promote the idea as an activity and social event.
If you are interested in joining this group, please contact Chris Baker in the tea break or by email secretary.calara@gmail.com or 07546 114546.

DAY TRIPS – Carole Burke
Proposed outing to Dymchurch, possibly on Thursday 8.10.26. To include fish & chip/dessert/drink and a visit to Tenterden Garden Centre after lunch. Should be no more than £30 per head. More details at the meeting.
Suggestion for January: afternoon tea at the Bull, East Farleigh. Is this of interest?
Thursford 15.11.26-17.11.26
There are 2 single rooms available also with just a small supplement. £355 approx, including the show, 2 nights bed, breakfast and evening meal at Hunstanton and driver tip. Just a £75 deposit required, mainly due to having to secure our seats for the show. Holiday insurance also available.
Please note that all deposits, etc. regretfully non-refundable.
As an exception to the above, following the successful day trip to Broadstairs, as there are some monies left over, in the circumstances it has been agreed to refund the 7 persons who were unable to attend due to illness. I will have their refunds available at the meeting.  Carole – 07736 104764

LUNCHES- Val Allan and Val Cole
Our lunch this month was a hastily arranged fantastic meal at the Woolpack as The Bull had no chef due to illness. Rang them at 1.00pm on Tuesday among others that couldn't help us. Renata the fabulous landlady pulled all the stops and squeezed us in for a fabulous meal that we all enjoyed. Thanks go to Val Cole for her amazing help phoning everybody to transfer to the Woolpack with a change of menu. It was touch and go Wednesday night as to the menu change but the chefs did a fabulous job. Highly recommend the Woolpack if you want a great home cooked pub lunch, staff are wonderful. NEXT MONTH’S meal is The Kings Head Staplehurst on 24th September usual time. Please come and browse the menu today and put your names down. Homemade food comes highly recommended by the 2 Vals who have to make sure they pass the taste test as with all the restaurants we visit. Ha Ha, The Bull at Farleigh is now October 29th. Thank you to everyone who came to the Woolpack and understood our predicament. The 2 Vals. Val Allan 07749 869387.

NEXT MONTHS MEETING – Friday 2nd October 2026.
Sarah Slater will be telling us of the 'Ghosts of Hampton Court' as I mentioned in the last newsletter a possible trip to Hampton Court with Sarah as our guide is on the cards for next Spring.
