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CALARA NEWSLETTER MAY 2026

TODAY'S ENTERTAINER – Alan Haines is giving a talk on 'Baby Boomers Nostalgia' He has come highly recommended by the other ARA'S and apparently he is hilarious.

MEMBERSHIP- Chris Coleman.
Anyone who has not paid their annual subs please see me in the small hall during the tea break, making sure you have completed your form to give me. For those who have paid collect your new membership card from me as well. For the new members this gives you a list of all the speakers up to April 2027. Chris Coleman 01622 744041.
 
CRAFT- Chris Coleman.
The craft group meet here on 2nd, 3rd and 4th Friday afternoons of each month, together with the games group. We try to make it a social gathering with tea and biscuits around 3.00pm. It's a relaxing start to the weekend and a good way of meeting new friends. So why not come and join us

NEEDED The ladies in the kitchen need more help on main meeting days. We need just 4 volunteers a month to help. If everyone who is able volunteered just once, your turn would be approx.. every 3 years. If you are able to help just once it would be appreciated. 
The roster is on the CALARA notice board.

MONDAY MOVERS.
There are two classes at 10.00am and 11.00am in the small hall.

CRIBBAGE- Gwen Hawkes- Monday afternoons.
We meet in the Committee room on Monday afternoons except bank holidays between 2.00pm and 4.00pm. The cost is £2.00 including refreshments. Because of the limitations of the Committee room I have had to close the list but have a reserve list so contact me if you are interested.
Gwen Hawkes 01622 746847.

WHIST- Gwen Hawkes- Wednesday afternoons.
We meet in the Committee room on Wednesday afternoons 1.00pm to 3.30pm. The cost is £3.50 which includes refreshments, raffle and whist prizes. We are in desperate need of new members, if you haven't played for years or would like to learn, no problem. It's a social light hearted afternoon and a way of meeting new friends and have a game of cards, so come along and see for yourself.
Gwen Hawkes 01622 746847.

SHORT MAT BOWLS- Chris Frost- Tuesday afternoons.
We ask members to arrive by 2.00pm in time to start at 2.15pm. We finish at 4.00pm. New members always welcome and equipment can be supplied. Chris Frost 01622 745908.


SOLITAIRE- Sheila Rosier.
We are a small group for members on their own. We meet on 2nd Tuesday of the month in the Committee room for a cup of tea and a chat and to organise trips out. Please contact me in the 1st instance. Sheila Rosier 01622 746459.

LUNCHES- Val Allan and Val Cole.
Happy May Day to you all. When this goes to print we have yet to enjoy our lunch at the North Pole. So looking forward to more home made food (no additives). Our next adventure is to the Woolpack on the Benover Road on 28th May at the usual time with more great homemade food. Please come and find us in the small hall where you can browse the lovely menu and we can add your name to the list. Look forward to seeing you. Val Allan 07749 869587.

HOLIDAYS- Cliff Burke.
Our holiday to Torquay on 8th June is now booked and arranged. We will have TWO coaches and seating allocation will be to please everyone, but extra input at the next meeting would be appreciated!
If you would like to go to the Babbacombe Theatre Variety Show, this is on Wednesday evening. The theatre needs payment for the tickets UP FRONT, so I will need to collect £25 within the next two weeks. Please let me have cash or cheques at the 1st May meeting or you can drop the money in to me next week.
Coach allocation, seat numbers, day trip details and luggage labels will be distributed at the meeting on FRIDAY 5th JUNE, so if you cannot attend please arrange for someone to pick these up for you. A good time shall be had by all.!! Cliff Burke 07931 691934.

OUTINGS- Carole Burke.
Southend on 16.7.26   
I have now discovered that the ferry this year only runs to Southend on a Friday or a Saturday. I propose to re-book for Friday 17.7.26. The ferry leaves Queenborough at 10.00am and return ferry from Southend at 5.00pm. I am just getting this new proposed date confirmed with Hams Travel but should be able to confirm this today.
Broadstairs- mid August. 
Following the lovely afternoon we had with Nick Kelly at our last meeting, he advised us that he will be playing at Broadstairs at the Bandstand on most Wednesday and Friday afternoons during the summer. Anyone fancy a trip there, possibly mid August on a Friday with a possible visit to St Peters Village on the way.
Thursford 15.11.26-17.11.26. 
We have 23 bookings so far just a few deposits still awaited. There are still some single rooms available also with a small supplement. £355 approx. including the show 2 nights bed, breakfast and evening meal at Hunstanton and driver tip. Just £75 deposit required as soon as possible, mainly due to having to secure our seats for the show. Carole 07736 104764.

NEXT MONTH'S MEETING- Friday 5th June.  Magician Bertie Pearce will be entertaining us. Once again recommended by the other 'ARA's so we should have a 'MAGICAL AFTERNOON'







